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ARCHIVING ALL
FORMATS

AFFORDABLE
LOGGING AND DATA
BASE PROGRAMS

ON-LINE LIBRARIES

DVD AUTHORING

ON SITE SERVICE

SERVER AND NET-
WORKING
TECHNOLOGY

HIGH DENSITY
STORAGE
SOLUTIONS

Archiving done on site

Regular upgrades and
software updates on
leased equipment

24 hour tech support

We work with the
client to address his/
her needs and offer a
complete solution

Files are future proof

visit us at www.mediaarchivesystems.com

MEDIA ARCHIVE SYSTEMS

DIGINEWS

PRESERVATION EDITION 2006

VIEW OR PRESERVE YOUR VALUABLE
ARCHIVE FOOTAGE? DO BOTH!

Every time videotape and film is
played back, the medium is broken
down a little more. Between the
gates or heads of the playback ma-
chine shredding the base or collect-
ing the chemical coating, the bot-
tom line is, video and audio informa-
tion is being lost. Many times it is
not noticeable to the naked eye or
ear until it is too late or very expen-
sive to fix. There has never been
any argument about how important
it is to preserve the video images
and audio tracks that have been
recorded. The technical issue has
become how can the original film or
video be protected and still be avail-
able for screening? How should it be
done and on what format? Should it
be stored again on tape or is there a
format that can be used that en-
sures the safety of the material and
the ability to play it back on a future
format at the same quality?

The answer is yes, there is a
non tape solution, digitizing the
information to create MPEG2 files.
MPEG2 is an ISO standard non-
proprietary file that has the same
quality and resolution as the origi-
nal medium. It is like televisions,
there are degrees of quality based
on the components. With MPEG2
the better the encoder the better
the resolution or quality. MAS uses
the highest quality encoder card
available in the industry. The en-
coding can also be done at what-
ever bit rate the client desires.

Once converted the client has a
file that is ‘future proof’. No matter
how often formats change, the
digital file remains the building
block and the image and audio
quality never changes. Copies of
the new masters can be made and
stored in different places to protect
against fire, theft or other disas-

THE DIGITAL SOLUTION

The MAS system is based on
portable modules with the conver-
sion done on the client’s premises.
We offer a single unit that digitizes
one tape at a time or a quad unit
that handles four tapes simultane-
ously. The module system allows a
client the flexibility to add more
units and if space is an issue, put
them in different areas.

or call 1 800 772 4924 (US/CANADA)

Each unit converts a tape into
two files on a single pass, a high
quality master which is identical
to the source tape, and at the
same time a lower quality re-
search/production copy is made.

The best part is the money that
is saved; no shipping, no insur-
ance, and most important, no risk
of piracy. The source tapes never

ters. Cost savings are realized
as copying digital files is much
faster and efficient than copy-
ing tape or film. Understand-
ing this, companies have now
discovered the flexibility to
actually use it in many more
ways both internally and exter-
nally.

Once you create the copy
the original film or videotape
can be put into deep storage
and never touched again.

leave the client’s property.

We also offer very affordable
custom logging and data base
programs. Why pay for the bells
and whistles if you don’t need
them?

Call us today and we’ll bring your
past into the future.

1 813 350 7814 outside USA


http://www.mediaarchivesystems.com
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT DIGITAL ARCHIVING

[ MEDIA ARCHIVE SYSTEMS DIGINEWS

Q. Why do I need to act now, why can’t | store my tapes in an environmentally controlled room?

A.  You can store your tapes in an environmentally controlled room and this will slow the decay proc-
ess but it will not eliminate it. The magnetic coating on videotape is chemically based and is prone to
breaking down over time. Once the process starts, the information on the tape is at risk. The poorer
the environment the tape is stored in, the quicker the breakdown and more information will be lost.

Q. Isittrue that every time | playback a tape there is a risk of losing information on the tape?

A.  Yes. The path the videotape takes through the playback machine is very hard on the tape itself.
The tape is in contact with the playback heads which can deposit some of the chemical coating there.
Also there is a lot of tension on the tape which can cause it to tear or shred. The more times the tape
is played the greater the chance for damage which often shows up as dropouts.

Q. Isn't MPEG2 a compression format? Won't | lose picture quality?

A.  MPEG2 is a compression format but very simply, MPEG captures a reference frame then only
records the difference of the following frames from the reference. As far as picture quality, the final
version will be virtually identical to the original. The MAS encoder uses a higher bit rate when it
encodes the video for the MPEG2 file thus capturing all the information from the frame.

Q. Canlink my logging and database programs?

Yes. The video footage when digitized becomes a computer file. You can then link your logging
and database programs with your video file by creating hyperlinks linking your information with
the matching footage. This gives you instant recall instead of shuttling tapes after searching the
shelves for the tape itself.

Q. I am not sure what kind of Data Asset Management System to use. Does it matter?

A.  No. The file created by the MAS system is non-proprietary, meaning the files can be used with any
system. Also remember that no matter what Data Asset Management system is used, the basis is the
digital file so you can digitize your videotape even before you finalize an asset management program.

Q. What are the advantages of digitizing my library?
A. There are many advantages which include;

Recapture of current storage space and no upkeep of outdated machines required
Video and audio now stored on media that lasts up to 300 years

Ability to search and playback footage more easily

Access to library from remote locations

Delivery of footage via the internet

Simultaneously digitizes MPEG2 which creates the master while at the same time an
MPEG1 stream creates a research/production copy

Footage now easy to duplicate

Very cost effective to digitize versus transferring to tape

Tapes NEVER leave the client’s property so there is no cost for shipping or piracy issues

visit us at www.mediaarchivesystems.com or call 1 800 772 4924 (US/CANADA)
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Storage of video from tape can
be on a high end DVD or on a
server.

“The more times
a tape is played
the greater
chance for
damage, which
often shows up
as ‘dropouts”

Our systems like MAS1 are
very portable so archiving can
easily be done on site.

1813 350 7814 outside USA


http://www.mediaarchivesystems.com

